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I. tfASHlHGTO* POST C*MIC8 FOllQ0I*sS ST08F Oft APSU W# 
3EGIW TEKT* SOVIETS &QL5TES AFSrtAfl F0£CE* &0*8E*S ftlA3 
BORDER: TifE SOUET UHICB HAg STATJC»{0 AMtfT THftEE OOIEfc 
HEOIUfNRAHGE 8QFSEBS AY AIRFIELDS aEAS ITS 8C*CE* *ITtf 
SFSHAWISTAK* PgESASItfS A P0SS19lE BE* PHASE I* TrfC flA* 
ACMfiST AFSitAK SuES&IllAS* AOFiWlST»A TiOtt 0FFIC5KS SAJC 
tTSSTEROAr. 

U.S. OFFICIALS CAuTIOHED THAT TtfE* A»E UHCE8TAIW A30uT 
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF LAST eEE£ f 8 PEPLGr^EttTS, tfHSCrf 
IflCLUOEO S* TyJ6 8AQ5EJ3 BOtfSESS AfcO ABOyT 100 u J S#f T£B 
nOHOEBS AtfO SBOUKO ATTACH PlAMES, TriE f*0*Ef*EHT COui.0 SE 
LiniTEO OFF IC ;<U USE 
i-HUTER OFFICIAL USE 
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(H THE IBAK-IRAO WAR, SINCE THE PERSIA* &U1.F It «t T«4tM 
THE 1.200 tt(tE RAN6E OF THE ft^O&eftf . 

BUT THE OFFICIALS SAID THEf 9H.UH THE 0EP*0VPEnT Cf 
THE FCANE6, HCCOfrP^KIED 8f SUPPORT AIACAAFT AND i,AA&e 
AHOUNTS Of P««JT!Of*f, INDICATES THE SOVIETS PAV 8E 
Pi.ANNlN& tAASE-SCAuE AEAIAt I0KIIN& <lf PART Of THEIR 
EXPECTEO SPRING OFFENSIVE IN AFSHANISTAN, HEtlCOPTCA 
Si'NSHlPS HAVE IECM U8E0 ElTEKflVElf IN THE *AA, luT wnT(. 
MOW THE SOVIETS HAVE MOT EN5A5E0 IN THE AINO OF 
Hl&H-AtTITuOE, HOESPAEAO A0H8IN5 THAT THE UNITED STATU 
USED IN VlETNAH IN UN EFFORT TO OEHOAAtUE M ENlPf, 

THE SOVIET UNION INVA8E0 AFGHANISTAN IN 0ECCP8EA, If**. 
AND INSTATED A FRICNOlV SOVfANRENT. SINCE THEN, HC8.EP 
•FREEOOH FIGHTERS* IN THE COuNTArflCJ HAVE 8Tu980RN(,f 
RESISTED THE SOVIET PRESENCE* FORCING THE SOVIETS TC 
CCHHIT HOAE THAN f«9,«09 TROOPS TO THE HOtfNTAlNOuS 
COUNTRY ANO STATION ANOTHEA 10,980 AiONG ThE 80A0EA «IT* 
AFGHANISTAN, 

THE SOVIETS AlSC APPEAR TO IE FvEMNG ThHA HllITARf 
HUSCi.ES IN ANOTHEA PART OF THE »CAi,0, PENTAGON OFFICIAL 
SAID VESTEROAST. TvICE IN THE PAST T*0 tfEEftf THE 80»JCT 
MAW HAS STAGED AHPHIRIOuS LANDINGS ON THE vIITnAHUE 
COAST, THE FIRST TIRE SOVIET HARIKES HArE CPEAATCO Ift 
THAT PAAT OF THE wCRi.0, THEV SAID, 

A PENTAGON OFFICIAL SAIO THE APPHlSIOuf tANOlNG 
ESERCISES ARE ANOTHER INDICATION, FOwtOelNj THE 
OEPLOrflENT OF A HELICOPTER CARRIER TO THE CARI6BEA*, OF 
THE SOVIETS* nUUNGHESS AND A8IUTV TC PROJECT FCACC FAR 
LlHITEO OFFICIAL USE 
LlHITEO OFFICIAL USE 
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FRCP ITS BORDERS. 

THE HOST RECENT E*ERCISE, ABOUT 98 HIlCS SCuTH CF 
HAIPHONG. INVOLVED A l«. 990-TON IVAN ROGOV CLASS 
AHPHIBJOuS ASSAULT SHIP, THE J8,990'T0N HELICOPTER 
CARRIER KIEV, SEVERAL SUPPORT SHIPS AND «99 TO 999 SOVIET 
fiAR'HES, 

"THE SOVIET UNION, FOR DECAOES A CONTINENTAL PUITARr 
PQMEfl, UQU POSSESSES AH INCREASED CAPASIlITT TC TRAKSPCAT 

LIMUi) OfFJCiAu «SC 



UJUflO Offttlfil Ml 

PERSONNEL* ARPS A»0 MMIPHM TO ANf AREA Of TdC iMiO,* 
THE PENTAGON SAIC LAST «EE< IN ITS LATEST EDITION Of 
'SOVIET PUITARST POnER." 

CRITICS HAVE Su&GESTEO THAT THE PENTAGON ESAGSEBATES 
SOVIET CAPABILITIES TO HELP CONVINCE CONGRESS TO 
APPROPRIATE LARGE SuPf fCS U.S. Otrt'Htl. PAN* 0/ TNCSC 
CRITICS ACKNOWLEDGE. HOWEVER. THAT COVICT -POsER 
PROJECTION* HAS INCREASED IN ACCENT FEARS. 

IN AFGHANISTAN, ONE OEFCNSE OFFICIAL SAJO, TuEBE HAS 
BEEN INDICATIONS E'EN BEFORE THE OEPlOVPCnT Of 80PSCB 
AIRCRAFT THAT THE SOVIETS PIGMT 8E PLANNING 'A tITT.f 
TOUGHER" SPRING OFFENSIVE THIS VEAB, 'THE* PAr- JuST IE 
GETTING TIREO Of IT.' THE OFFICIAL SAID. NOTING THAT Ul 
SOVIETS ABE ESTIMATED TO BE SPENDING fl PILLION SAC* 0»r 
AMD TO HAVE LOST SEVERAL HUNOREO HELICOPTERS. 

BUT ANOTHER OFFICIAL SAIO THESE HAS SOPC DOUBT ABCuT 

THE *SEFULNESS Of AERIAL 80PBING. SINCE THE GuE6BI..AS DC 

»0T CONCENTRATE IN LARGE GROUPS, THE 8A0GESS «E»E 

oeploveo along bith about 16 sun fitters, ground attau 

FIGHTERS R0U6HLV COPPARAIlE TO THE U.S. A7 CORSAIR, A»G 
ABOUT £0 Su3«t FENCERS, aHlCH CCPPARE *ITrt i.l. fit! 
f IGHTER-B0P8EBS. END TEST. 
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2. following press coioance «as useo at noon press 
briefing apsu 17. begin te«t$ afghanistan: soviet 
quilo-up along border? 

Q, DC rOU HAVE ANT COPPEHT ABOuT THE »ASHl»»GTON POST 
STOAT THAT THE SOVIET UNION IS INCREASING THE NUPBSN Cf 
ITS BOMBERS AT AIRHElOS NEAR ITS COBOER «ITH AfGHANlSTAn? 

A. «- IN AfGHAHISTAH, THERE GEBIBAllV IS A olaTEB lu.. 
IN THE FIGHTING BETWEEN SOVIET ANB 0EP0C8ATJC REPUBLIC Cf 
AFGHANISTAN FORCES ANO THE AFGHAN RESISTANCE. »HICN HAS 
DONE VERV BELL IN KEEPING THE SOVIETS FRCP ACHIEVING 
Tt!EIR OOJECTIVES IN AFGHANISTAN. 

-- THE SOVIETS CONTROL THE 18 HlLlTARV BASES AND PAJOB 
TRANSPORTATION ROUTES* AND HOlO THE BALANCE Of POnES IM 

LjflSTSP G*?lfFR». «?? 
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the hajor cities, especiallf gAtui, »«r the resistanu 

CONTROL* ABOUT 7f Of THE COUNTBTSJOE, AND OPERATES IN 
*LL CITIES. EXERCISING *S»Mlf {C»NT CONTROL OVER SQHC. 

-- usuallv at this tike or veab, the pace or the 
fighting picks up throughout the countrv* iut so faa *i 

HAVE MAO MO CONFIRMATION THAT NAuOR OFFENSIVES OS 
OPERATION! HAVE BEGUN. CERTAINLV, GIVE* THE SOVIETS* 
LACK Of SUCCESS AGAINST THE RESISTANCE Oi AujAhIOIN, C»E 
NIGHT EXPECT THE* TO Tft7 ME» TACTICS SUCH AS THE 
HlSH-AlTITuOE BOMBING 0ESC8W8 IN TOOAV'S REPORT. Ti*lS 
uOULO 9t AN ESCALATION OF OfSTRuCTW A*TI*CI Fit IAN 
SOVIET NARFASE. CURING ItR* •( NOTED THAT THE SOUETS 
USED IhCBEASJNGlV BRUTAL TACTICS AGAINST CI»KIAn TARGETS 
IN AREAS fUSFECTEC Of STRONG SUPPORT FOR THE RESISTANCE 
ANO Of STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE. 
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-» THE MAJOR POINT IS THAT THE STRUGGLE IN AFGHANISTAN 
CONTINUES UNABATEO, THE SOVIETS HAVE NOT SEEN ABlE TC 
DEFEAT THE RESISTANCE. AND THEV NAV 9E CONSIDERING *l» 
MILITANT TACTICS, HOST IMPORTANTlV, THE CONTINUING 
STRUGGLE IN AFGHANISTAN HIGHLIGHTS THE NEEO TO ACrflt'l * 
NEGOTIATED POLITICAL SETTlEHEnT FOR AFGHANISTAN TO GET 
THE SOVIET FORCES OUT ANO TO END THE TORHENT OF TrtE 
AFGHAN PEOPLE, THIS REMAINS TnE GOAL OF THE UNJTIC 
STATES' POLlCV. 

SOVIET AMPHIBIOUS EXERCISES IN VIETNAM 

a. AN APRIL 17 «ASHINGT0N POST STORV ON THE SOVIET 
BUILO-UP IN AFGHANISTAN SuOTEO PENTAGON OFFICIALS AS 
SAVING THAT IN THE PAST T«0 «EE«S THE SOVIET NAvr HAS 
STAGEO AMPHIBIOUS CANOINGS'ON THE VIETNAMESE COAST, THE 
FIRST TIME THAT THE SOVIET MARINES HAVE OPERATEO IN T*A7 
PART Of THE WORLD. THE ARTICLE SAIO THAT THE HOST RECENT 
EXERCISE INVOLVES NOS'SOO SOVIET MARINES »ELL AS AN 
ASSAULT SHIP ANO HELICOPTER CARRIER. CAN VOU COMMENT? 

A. ME HAVE EXPRESSED OUR CONCERN SEVERAL TIMES IN THE 
PAST FEB TEARS ABOUT THE GROMHG SOVIET HlLlTARf PR6SENU 
IN SOUTHEAST ASIA, PABTICULARlV IN VIETNAM. «HE»E TrtE 
SOVIET BulLO-iiP CONTINUES. VIETNAH OEPENOS 

wriTcs OFFICIAL UHI 
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0»ER»MEtXlNSi.r ON T«E *0WT UKfOM FCi *IUrm *K 
ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE, IN EICESS OF fl ItUWlOU «» FIM, 
MO M*S IK TUSK PAOVtOEO THE SCWTS M IWOIHftf 
FAClUlTr AT C*X »*HH SM FOJJ P»0JECT|N6 SOMtT MlJTMf 
POaEB INTO SOUTHEAST ASIA. THE INTHOOuCTICN OF S0»IET 
AMPHIBIOUS FOUCES INTO VlETNAP FO* THE fUM TJ*E ACC* TC 
THE SOVIET** OESTASUUINS INFLUENCE IN'THE NEJJON. 
KABUL HIHIHIIE C0»SI0E*E8. OA* 
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